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SUBJECT: U. S. FISHERY OEF FRENCH GUIANA 

1 . WHILE THE MATTER OE U.S. FISHERY OFF FRENCH GUIANA SEEMS TO BE 
ON THE WAY TO BEING RESOLVED, THE FOLLOWING INFO, OBTAINED LAST 
WEEK DURING ONE OF OUR PERIODIC CONSULAR VISITS TO CAYENNE, MAY BE 
OF INTEREST TO THE DEPARTMENT AND OTHER ADDRESSEES. INFO WAS 
OBTAINED EROM FRENCH OFFICIALS AND LOCAL U.S. SHRIMP BOAT 
OPERATORS. 

2. THERE ARE FORTY-ONE U.S. OWNED SHRIMP BOATS OPERATING OUT OF 
CAYENNE, ALL ENGAGED TO OPERATE EOR THE FORMER U.S. (BORDEN) 

OWNED PIDEG (PECHERIES INTERNATIONALES DE LA GUYANE) FIRM WHICH IS 
NOW WHOLLY FRENCH OWNED. OPERATORS CLAIM THAT THERE IS AT PRESENT 
NO SHRIMP SURPLUS OEF FRENCH GUIANA'S SHORES AND TO OPERATE 
PROFITABLY, THEY MUST SPEND ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF THEIR TIME 
FISHING OFF THE BRAZILIAN COAST. THE YEARLY ANNUAL CATCH PER BOAT 
RUNS ABOUT 30 TO 32 TONS AND RARELY EXCEEDS THAT LEVEL. THE TOTAL 
ANNUAL CATCH BY U.S. OWNED SHIPS AMOUNTS TO ABOUT 1300 TONS. 

3. THERE ARE NO IMPORTANT PLANS TO EXPAND THE SHRIMP FISHING 
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INDUSTRY IN FRENCH GUIANA, ALTHOUGH PIDEG INTENDS TO EXPAND ITS 
FACILITIES A LITTLE DURING THE NEXT YEAR. NO U.S. OPERATOR PLANS 
TO ADD TO HIS VESSELS BECAUSE, EOR THE MOMENT AT LEAST, 

OPERATORS CONSIDER THE ATLANTIC GROUNDS OFF FRENCH GUIANA PROBABLY 
CANNOT YIELD MUCH MORE SHRIMP. WE GAINED THE STRONG IMPRESSION 
ON THIS VISIT AS WELL AS ON OTHERS THAT FRENCH OEFICIALS WOULD 
STRONGLY SUPPORT BOTH AN EXPANSION OP THE PIDEG FACILITIES 
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AND THE NUMBER OF SHRIMP CATCHERS IF THERE WAS ANY HOPE OE 
DOING SO PROEITABLY. PIDEG'S PROCESSING INDUSTRY IS PERHAPS THE 
ONLY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN ERENCH GUIANA WHICH AT PRESENT PRODUCES 
A SALEABLE COMMODITY ABROAD AND THE GOF ATTACHES MUCH IMPORTANCE 
TO ITS CONTINUANCE. BUT AT PRESENT THERE ARE NO PLANS TO EXPAND 
IT IN AN IMPORTANT WAY. 

SHACKLETON 
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